A Newsletter, for AA Members, Published by Nature Coast Intergroup: Carrying the Message

Nature Coast Journal

111 W. Main St.,, Room 308 Inverness, FL 34450 Office & Literature: (352) 344-0290 Hot Line: (352) 621-0599
VOLUME 9, ISSUE 10 OCTOBER, 2007

5 Dunnellon Groups Ask to Join District 28

t the September District 28 business meeting Sue Ann A., GSR for the Dunnellon

Rainbow Group (District 17), announced that five groups in Dunnellon desire to
join District 28. This is primarily due to difficulty in reaching District 17 and Intergroup
business meetings and functions in distant Ocala. This has resulted in poor communica-
tions and inability of the groups to adequately participate in service work at the District
and Intergroup levels. The names of these groups are Dunnellon Group, Manos Abierta,
Dunnellon New Beginnings, Dunnellon Rainbow Group, and Dunnellon Won Rebos
Group. District 17 has recently voted to allow the redistricting of the groups. At the Sep-
tember District 28 meeting a motion was made and seconded that District will vote to
allow the five Dunnellon groups to join District 28. This vote will take place at this
month’s District meeting, on October 28"®, Section 7 of District 28 Structures & Guide-
lines states any motion made at a District meeting that changes, affects or alters the Struc-
tures & Guidelines will require that the motion be tabled for thirty days. The thirty day
waiting period allows the GSRs to take the motion to their groups for discussion and be
published in the monthly minutes. The next step following District 28 approval will be at
the January Area Assembly where Area 14 will vote to allow the transfer of the five
groups from District 17 to District 28.

The Fellowship Prayer

D ear Higher Power, I am grateful that:
I am part of the Fellowship, one among many, but I am one.

I need to work the Steps for the development of the buried life within me.

Our Program may be human in its organization, but it is Devine in its purpose. The pur-
pose is to continue my spiritual awakening.

Participating in the privileges of the movement, I shall share in the responsibilities, taking
it upon myself to carry my fair share of the load, not grudgingly, but joyfully.

To the extent that I fail in my responsibilities, the Program fails. To the extent that I suc-
ceed, the Program succeeds.

I shall not wait to be drafted for service to my fellow members. I shall volunteer.

I shall be loyal in my attendance, generous in my giving, kind in my criticism, creative in
my suggestions, loving in my attitudes.

I shall give to the Program my interest, my enthusiasm, my devotion, and most of all,
myself.

The 12 Step Prayer Book (Hazelden), p.63

District Needs Your Help

istrict 28 is in the process of gathering and archiving past minutes of meetings.

Missing are more than half of the minutes between 1998 and 2003 and all minutes
from 1997 back to the founding of District 28 in July, 1988, except 1994. At the August
District meeting the GSR’s were requested to ask their groups to search through their
records for any missing minutes. If you should happen to have or know of someone who
might have any of these historical documents please contact Ed P. 422-0144.
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The Touch of the
Master’s Hand

] t was battered and scarred and the auctioneer
Thought it scarcely worth his while
To waste his time on the old violin,
But he held it up with a smile.
“What am I bid, good people?” he cried.
“Who starts the bidding for me?

One dollar? One dollar. Do I hear two?
Two dollars. Who makes it three?
Three dollars once, three dollars twice,
Going for three...”But no!

From the room, far back, a gray-bearded man
Came forward and picked up the bow.
Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening up the strings,

He played a melody, pure and sweet,

As sweet as the angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,
With a voice that was quiet and low,
Said, “What now am I bid for this old violin?”’
As he held it aloft with its bow.

“One thousand? One thousand, do I hear two?
Two thousand? Who makes it three?
Three thousand once, three thousand twice,
Going for three thousand and gone!” said he.
The audience cheered, but some of them cried,
“We just don’t understand.

What changed its worth?” Swift came the reply,
“The touch of the master’s hand.”

And many a man, with life out of tune,

All battered with bourbon and gin,

Is auctioned cheap, to a thoughtless crowd,
Much like the old violin.

A mess of pottage, a glass of wine,

A game, and he travels on.

He is going once, he is going twice,

He is going, and almost gone.

But the Master comes and the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand
The worth of a soul, the change that is wrought,
By the Touch of the Master’s Hand.

The 12 Sep Prayer Book (Hazelden), p.95

Groups Urged to
Participate in Hot
Line Service Work

t the September Intergroup
business meeting each
Group Rep was encouraged to
ask their group to volunteer to
take the Hot Line Phone for a
period of a month. Volunteers
from within a group could take
turns carrying the Phone. If all
33 groups were to participate in
this plan, no group would need to
carry the phone more frequently
than one month in 2 ! years.
This is a tremendous opportunity
for all of us served by Nature
Coast Intergroup and District 28
to participate in a vital and
worthwhile service and to give
back some of what we all have so
freely and joyfully received from
the fellowship.
Rick T., Hot Line Chairperson

Anniversaries
October 2007

To post your group’s anniversaries
ask your Group Secretary to
contact Ed P. at 4220144 or send
email to news @ncintergroup.com
prior to the first of each month.

Years
Floral City Group
Beverly H. 31
Rich L. 14
Holder Way of Life Group
Brian . 14
Sam K 11
Mark . 2
Shirley . 2
Share at Hoon Group
Faula O 2
Women's New Beginnings Group
Faige B. 20
haria )
Fam 3

New Beginnings Recovery by the Fire

he New Beginnings Group has just changed its name to New Begin-

nings Recovery by the Fire Group. This is an outdoor meeting and
smoking is allowed. Located at 1515 White Lake Drive, Inverness the
group meets Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:00pm and Fridays at 10:0pm.

Night Cap Group Meets at Yana Club

: A new meeting has formed at the Yana Club. The Night Cap Group
meets on Fridays at 10:00pm. For information call Rock 257-2302.
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cant until further notice.

Intergroup Elects New Secretary

Joan B. was nominated and elected Intergroup Secretary at the September In-
tergroup meeting. Congratulations and good luck to Joan in her new position.

The Alternate Secretary and Trustee positions remain vacant. Nomination
and election for Trustee (1 year tenure) position was postponed until January
because that position expires in 3 months. Two new trustees will be up for elec-
tion in January for two year terms. Alternate Secretary position will remain va-

Treasurer’s Message

Our office is up and running but
in order to keep the doors open

we need approximately $550.00 per
month in group support and fund-
raising events. Please stop by the
office/bookstore Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday, or Saturday morning for
a cup of coffee and check-out the
merchandise.

Sue C., Intergroup Treasurer

Office Expenses

Rent 470 68
Embarg phone 6395 | Approximate
Liability Ins. 15.00 | Paid $160/year

549.63

Other Expenses

Rent-HCC £.00

Alltel-Cel phone 6000

Journal printing 5655 regular charge - insents extra
Welbsite 3.21  Per year- $38.50

126.76

Total Monthly Expenses 67639

[t Takes Courage

It takes strength to be firm,
It takes courage to be gentle.
It takes strength to conquer,
It takes courage to surrender.
It takes strength to be certain,

It takes courage to have doubt.
It takes strength to fit in,
It takes courage to stand out.

It takes strength to feel a friend's pain,
It takes courage to feel your own pain.
It takes strength to endure abuse,

It takes courage to stop it.

It takes strength to stand alone,

It takes courage to lean on another.
It takes strength to love,

It takes courage to be loved.

It takes strength to survive,

It takes courage to live.

Author Unknown

A Deadly Combination | -

Mental poison is just as danger-
ous as whiskey and very fre-
quently the prelude to a drinking
bout. . . As I stay sober, I've come to
prize my peace of mind and serenity
above all else. I dread scenes, I dis-
like contentious subjects, and I even
shun arguments that begin to show
the slightest trace of acrimony. For,
although I'm sober, I know full well
I'm only one drink away from possi-
ble insanity. And the surest way to
get there is to cultivate such bed-
mates as resentment and self-pity.

c. 2003 The AA Grapevine, Inc., Thank You
For Sharing, p. 43

v
MO HE\\\
HELP ME SPonsoR ! TELLS ME .
I'm oeseqsme !
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lease contact the Webmaster
to announce any upcoming

group events on the Nature Coast
Intergroup Website.

Call Ron B. at 489-7216 or email
web@ncintergroup .com.
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Treasurer's Report Sept 2007
Beginning Checking Balance 339261 YTD
Income
Support - Individuals 21.80 172.65
Support - Groups 35500 2,775.00
Book Sales 24572 3,046.50
Medallion Sales 7140 468.72
Qther Sales a8.25 543.49
Sales Tax Collected 2422 24263
Events 10.00 291.94
Misc Income 360 2,755.20
Total Income | 819.69 10,296.13
Expenses
Rent {(Holder CC) 63.60
Office Exp (111 W Main St) 84987 4,570.04
Alltel 57.58 559.02
Books 95305 3,881.95
Medallions 76.00 406.40
Recovery ltems 7275 363.44
Sales Tax Paid 263.89
Journal 569.43
Website (pd for yr in Oct) 0.00
Treasurer Expenses 0.00
Bank Fees 0.00
Events 934.37
Misc Expenses 38,62 365.94
Total Expenses 1747.97 10,230.11
Ending Checking Balance | 2464.33
Reserved for Office (MM) 4526.43
Reserved for Office {CD) 0.00
Office Change Fund 40.00
Balance Cash Acounts 7030.76
Inventory Value | 2643.39
Accounts Receivable| 17257
Total Assets| 9846.72
Prudent Reserve  3000.00
Group Support 2007 ¥TD1 Sept.
ABC Group B0.00
Attitude Adjustment Group 125.00
Bright Spot 0.00
Citrus Springs Group 0.00
Crystal River Big Book Group 70.00
Crystal River Group 400.00
Flaral City Group 25.00
Flaral City Men's Group 40.00 40.00
Hernando Men's Group 150.00
High Moon Group 100.00
Holder WWay of Life Group 42500 100.00
Irverness Friday Might Group 240.00 50.00
Irverness Monday Might Group 200.00
Imverness Wednesday Might Step 40.00 40.00
It's in the Book Group 25.00
Keep in Step Group 20.00
Last Chance Group 2700
Lecanto Group 0.00
tanday Might Men's Group B0.00
Mever Too Early Group 0.00
Mew Beginnings 25.00 25.00
Mo Marme Group 25.00
Quail Run Group 0.00
Red Eye Group 0.00
Resentrent Group 100.00
Share at Moon Group 100.00
Wahoo Group 0.00
What's the Book Say Group 45.00
Wornen to Women Group 0.00
Waomen's Friendship Group 210.00 70.00
Wornen's Mew Beginnings Group 15.00
AR, Group 0.00
Total 2775.00 356.00

Bookstore at the Office

In addition to the A.A conference-
approved literature, Nature Coast In-
tergroup Office/Bookstore carries
Grapevine Literature, Medallions, Ha-
zelden books, and a good selection of
Recovery Items suitable for gifts. The
following items are also available in

our new Store:

» Audio Big Book

e Audio 12 & 12

 Audio Living Sober

» Audio AA Comes of
Age

« Braille Big Book

« Literature Rack

» Meeting Sign

» Pocket Cards (steps,
traditions, serenity
prayer)

 Big Book Dictionary

» Speaker Certificates

« Birthday Cards

 Serenity Prayer
Cards

» Medallion Boxes

« Key Rings

o LargeCircle Stickers

« Small Circle Stickers

« Mini Saying Stickers

» Bookmarks

» Verse Cards

 Special Bronze M e-
dallions

« Leather Book Covers

e Chrome Travel Mugs
w/slogans

« Gift bags and wrap-
ping paper with circle
and triangle motif

e Tri-plate Lapel Pins

« Tri-plate Specialty
Medallions

For Your Information

The Nature Coast Intergroup Website is lo-

cated at www.ncintergroup.com.
features printable AA

note Webste

Please

meeting schedules and dir ectiong/maps, and
Nature Coast Intergroup and District 28

Meeting Minutes.

Intergroup Telephone Hotline Chair Rick

T.’s September Hotline Report:

Total Calls

Incoming were 148: 135 for AA information/
meetings, 3 NA, 3 Alanon, 3 Alateen, 2 rides, 2
Twelfth Step follow-ups.

Hotline Volunteers greatly needed to carry
the phone. Call the Hotline at 621-0599.

CoPIES OF NATURE COAST JOURNAL ARE AVAIL-
ABLE FOR PICKUP AND DISTRIBUTION FOR ALL
THE GROUPS EARLY EACH MONTH FROM
TWO LOCATIONS:

EAST COUNTY
1ST LUTHERAN CHURCH,
INVERNESS (FRIDAY BEGINNERS’
MEETING 6:30 PM)

WEST COUNTY
SERENITY CLUB, ST. BENEDICT’S,
CRYSTAL RIVER




