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Nature Coast Journal

111 W. Main St., Room 308

Inverness, FL 34450 Office & Literature: (352) 344-0290 Hot Line: (352) 621-0599

OFFICE/BOOK STORE
111 W. MAIN ST.
Rm 308
INVERNESS, FL 34450
(352)344-0290
OPEN: MON, WED, FRI
10AM-4PM
SAT 10AM-1PM
OFFICE CLOSED ON
SATURDAY, DEC. 8

BUSINESS MEETING
LAST SUNDAY OF EACH
MONTH 4:30PM AT THE

COMMUNITY CENTER
IN HOLDER.

DISTRICT 28
MONTHLY MEETING
FOLLOWS AT 6:00PM

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE:
INTERGROUP AND
DISTRICT MEETINGS
WILL BE HELD ON
NOVEMBER 18 AND
DECEMBER 16

Events (continued on page 2)

t isnow official! Dunnellon Group, Dunnellon New Beginnings, Dun-

nellon Rainbow Group, and Dunnellon Won Rebos Group formerly
with District 17 have joined District 28. This was voted upon and unani-
mously passed at the last District meeting on October 28. (One other
Dunnellon group Manos Abierta will remain with Spanish speaking Dis-
trict 33.) The four groups joined District 28 primarily due to difficulty in
reaching District 17 and Intergroup business meetings and functions in
distant Ocala. This had resulted in poor communications and inability of
the groups to adequately participate in service work at the District and In-
tergroup levels. All of the groups of District 28 extend a warm welcome
to our new groups. The next stepisfor District 28 to merely inform Area
14 of the transfer at the next Area Assembly in January.

From " The Kelly Foundation" :
It iswith deep sorrow and sadness that we announce the passing of Joe
McQ. For over 40 years, Joe has devoted himself to helping others dis-
cover thejoy of recovery from alcoholism and drug addiction.

~ November 16, 1928 - October 25, 2007 ~

oe McQ. & Charlie P. met in 1973 when Joe introduced Charlie as the

AA speaker at an Al-Anon Convention. Joe had wondered if Charlie
might be the country-western singer Charlie Pride. "He wasn't even the
right color,” Joe laments. They instantly discovered their mutual fascina-
tion with AA's basic text "The Big Book". What interested them most was
that The Big Book was written in a particular sequence to convey certain
ideas. That interest began a close friendship which has lasted to this day.
They would frequently meet to discuss the book, often driving 225 miles
to meet in each other's homes.

Soon they were planning meetings in hotel rooms at AA conventions in Okla-
homa and Arkansas, and within a few years, the meetings grew in popularity. In
1977, some members met in a Tulsa, OK hotel room for a discussion of the Big
Book. One asked Joe & Charlie to come to his home group to present a program
on the book. An AA taper made a four tape set of their presentation and called it
"The Big Book Study". The tapes were gradually circulated throughout the fel-

Joe McQ (Continued on page 3)
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- ddiction tried to steal my life )
Smother the God that was in me

| fought long and hard to kill off thelie

That threatened to stifle me forever. t the September Intergroup
business meeting each Group

Rep was encouraged to ask their
group to volunteer to take the Hot
Line Phone for a period of a month.
Volunteers from within a group

n *

Addiction isthe scourge of alife
That wants to sing and fly.
Addictionis an affliction of life

But is beat by my God which is mightier. could take turns carrying the Phone.

., If al 33 groups were to participate in

# 3 Addiction is an earth bound demon this plan, no group would need to

Wanting me to die. carry the phone more frequently than

It claims, twists, imprisons, soulsit finds one month in 2 % years. Thisis a

% & I Floundering without Godly powers. tremendous opportunity for all of us
: served by Nature Coast Intergroup
Addiction is the scourge of alife and District 28 to participate in a

That wants to sing and flv. vital and worthwhile service and to
d y give back some of what we all have

Addictionis an affliction of life . .
. o so freely and joyfully received from
But is beat by my God which is mightier. the fellowship.

& | I _ i Rick T., Hot Line Chairperson
| took back my life by the might of a sword

., Forged by twelve simple steps.
#$ | got a new life surrounded by friends
% That enjoy anew life free from bondage.

# | " Addiction isthe scourge of alife
- That wants to sing and fly.
Addictionis an affliction of life
But is beat by my God which is mightier.

If addiction wants you, some things you must do
To protect the life that God gave to you.

I Surrender to him that wants only you

* To livefreeto adore and praise him.

" H $ Addiction isthe scourge of alife

That wants to sing and fly.

Addictionis an affliction of life

But is beat by my God which is mightier.
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& -3 1 he New Beginnings Group has just changed its name to New Begin-
» nings Recovery by the Fire Group. This is an outdoor meeting and

(4! smoking is allowed. Located at 1515 White Lake Drive, Inverness the
( group meets Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:00pm and Fridays at 10:0pm.

5 +,600/77.17..7
$ % & '

Events (Contined , # new meeting has formed at the Y ana Club. The Night Cap Group
(Continued on page:3) meets on Fridays at 10:00pm. For information call Rock 257-2302.




Joe Mc Q. (Continued from page 1)
lowship and invitations were received
for Joe & Charlie to present the study
at AA conventions, roundups and spe-
cia events. By 1980, there had been
about eight studies offered.

At the 1980 International AA Con-
vention in New Orleans, Westly P. an
impassioned Big Booker from Pom-
pano Beach, Florida, organized alunch
for 1,500 AAs from all over the world
and gave away 100 Joe & Charlie tape
sets as door prizes. Invitations ex-
ploded and within a couple of years,
Joe & Charlie were presenting about
36 studies a year worldwide. Obvi-
ously, the seminars struck a deep chord
within AA members ... for the reaf-
firmation of "this message" as written
in April 1939 with the publication of
the first edition of Alcoholics Anony-
mous.

Studies have been given in 48 states
and most Canadian provinces. Addi-
tionaly, Australia, New Zealand, Eng-
land, Scotland, Ireland, Germany,
Switzerland, Sweden and the Nether-
lands have all hosted the Big Book
Study seminars with Joe & Charlie.

The original Joe McQ. has had to
curtail his travels in recent years.
Oddly enough, another Joe -- Joe
McC., active in the study group since
the beginning -- has been able to pick
up the slack. "Where God guides, God
provides," as some members say.

All this growth has not come with-
out a measure of turbulence. What
spiritual journey does not encounter
obstacles? Some fellow AAs have
termed the duo, "self-appointed gurus”.
Others have accused them of making
money on these weekends. Actually,
only travel expenses, meals and lodg-
ing are paid for by the independent AA
host committee sponsoring the study.
This is in accordance with the AA
Guidelines for Conferences and Con-
ventions (MG4), published by the Gen-
era Service Office. Since 1977, an
estimated 200,000 AA Members have
experienced the spiritual benefits of
these collective studies.

I %

ur office is up and running

but in order to keep the doors
open we need approximately
$550.00 per month in group support
and fundraising events. Please stop
by the office/lbookstore Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday
morning for a cup of coffee and
check-out the merchandise.

Sue C., Intergroup Treasurer

$ 1
Fromas Bill Sees It

believe that we in Alcoholics

Anonymous are fortunate in
that we are constantly reminded
of the need to be grateful and of
how important gratitude is to our
sobriety. | am truly grateful for
the sobriety God has given me
through the AA program and am
glad | can give back what was
given to mefreely. | am grateful
not only for sobriety, but for the
quality of life my sobriety has
brought. God has been gracious
enough to give me sober days
and alife blessed with peace and
contentment, as well as the abil-
ity to give and receive love, and
the opportunity to serve others
— in our Fellowship, my family
and my community. For all of
this, | have “a full and thankful
heart.”

$

lease contact the Webmaster
to announce any upcoming
group events on the Nature Coast
Intergroup Website.
Call Ron B. at 489-7216 or email
web@ncintergroup .com.

Events (continued from page 2)
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In addition to the A.A conference-
approved literature, Nature Coast In-
tergroup Office/Bookstore carries
Grapevine Literature, Medallions, Ha-
zelden books, and a good selection of
Recovery Items suitable for gifts. The
following items are also available in

our new Store:

- Audio Big Book

- Audio 12 & 12

- Audio Living Sober

- Audio AA Comes of
Age

- Braille Big Book

- Literature Rack

- Meeting Sign

- Pocket Cards (steps,
traditions, serenity
prayer)

- Big Book Dictionary

- Speaker Certificates

- Birthday Cards

- Key Rings

- Large Circle Stickers
- Small Circle Stickers
- Mini Saying Stickers

- Bookmarks

- Verse Cards

- Special Bronze M e-

dallions

- Leather Book Covers
- Chrome Travel Mugs

w/slogans

- Gift bagsand wrap-

ping paper with circle
and triangle motif

. Serenity Prayer - Tri-plate Lapel Pins
Cards - Tri-plate Specialty
- Medallion Boxes Medallions

The Nature Coast Intergroup Website is lo-
cated a www.ncintergroup.com. Please
note: Website features printable AA
meeting schedules and dir ectiong/maps, and
Nature Coast Intergroup and District 28
Meeting Minutes.

Intergroup Telephone Hotline Chair Rick
T.'s October Hotline Report: Total Cals In-
coming were 143: 117 for AA information/
meetings, 22 NA, 3 Alanon, 1 Alateen, 3 wet
drunks.

Hotline Volunteers greatly needed to carry
the phone. Call the Hotline at 621-0599.

CoPIES OF NATURE COAST JOURNAL ARE AVAIL-
ABLE FOR PICKUP AND DISTRIBUTION FOR ALL
THE GROUPS EARLY EACH MONTH FROM
TWO LOCATIONS:

EAST COUNTY
1St LUTHERAN CHURCH,
INVERNESS (FRIDAY BEGINNERS'
MEETING 6:30 Pm)

WEST COUNTY
SERENITY CLUB, ST. BENEDICT'S,

CRYSTAL RIVER
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