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MOTORCYCLE PARADE ON 

FOUNDERS DAY 
The following is a transcription of an oral history 

taken at the Akron Archives on June 7, 1997. We in-

terviewed Ralph S. of Detroit, Michigan who is cred-

ited with starting the motorcycle procession to Dr. 

Bob’s gravesite on Sunday morning. 

Q: Tell us about how it started, Ralph.  

“My name is Ralph S. and I’m an alcoholic." 

    " I first came to Founders’ Day in 1984 and rode 

my motorcycle here every year from 1984 until the 

present time. In 1984 and 1985 I was the only person 

that rode a motorcycle, and in 1986 I talked to a few 

riders from the Northwest Alano Club in Westland, 

Michigan into coming out for a morning ride. Every-

one got together and we were back in line a-ways 

and I was walking back from getting a cup of coffee 

when the policeman said to the coordinator of the 

group if he knew where the gravesite was. He said: 

‘No, I don’t.’ He said that it was his first year as co-

ordinator of the group. 

     So I said: I know where the gravesite is, but I 

don’t know how to get to the graveyard. ‘Well’, the 

policeman said, ‘that’s fine, we lead you to the 

graveyard, we don’t go in.’ Then he said to me: 

‘Come up here and lead the group.’ I said, well, I 

can’t do that, I talked 15 other bikers into coming 

with me this year on the ride. And he said: ‘Bring em 

all up front, that’s where they should be anyway.’” 

Q: So that was in 1986?  

“That was in 1986, there was about 16 of us at that 

time; 1987 we had about 100 bikes, and it just blos-

somed since then.” 

Q: How many have there been the last few years? 

      “I would say close to 2,000. Last year, I didn’t 

get to lead it because I got a call on Saturday morn-

ing that my Dad was critically ill and I had to leave 

and fly into New Brunswick. The east coast to Cana-

da...but the year before the Sergeant of the Police 

Department who leads it every year told me as we 

entered the area, driving three abreast, as we entered 

the graveyard the last motorcycle had not left the 

campus. It’s something that just grew Continue Page 2 

How Do My Words Affect Others?How Do My Words Affect Others? 
     I am more aware today of the importance in the words that I use. My words can be viewed from 

two different viewpoints. My words can either hurt or help the person that I am communicating 

with. I believe they should feel better when I speak to them and not worse. It doesn’t hurt me one 

bit to be nice to everyone. Believe me, speaking with others the way I would like to be spoken to 

doesn't cost me anything. When speaking with someone I might say for example, “how are you to-

day”, instead of just “hi”. If the answer is “just fine”, I try to see from their facial expressions if they 

are truly fine. Observing someone's face can tell me what is really going on inside of them. If I think 

they are hurting I might take a little extra time to say something nice to them. 

     I believe the bond we have in our A.A meetings let’s us share our pain with those who under-

stand. So instead of just thinking of myself I now concentrate on my brothers and sisters in the pro-

gram. As someone once said “It’s nice to be nice”. My sharing is a way of showing my love for 

you. 
                                                                                                                             Ernie P, Resentment Group 
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Area Events 
Details on our web site 

 

Area Assemblies 2011 
July 9-10 

October 15-16 

Renaissance Resort at 
the World Golf Village 

St. Augustine, FL  

   Hotel: 904-940-8000 
 

DETAILS ON WEBSITE 
 
 

55th Florida State 

Convention 
July 20-24 

 

August 26-28, 2011 

16th Annual Southeastern  

Woman to Woman Seminar 

Naples, FL 

GRATITUDE DINNER  

UPDATE 
     There has been some confu-
sion on what is being requested 
of the groups for the Gratitude 
Dinner. If you read the June Jour-
nal you will see that what is being 
asked is that groups sign up to 
bring part of the main dish for the 
dinner and by doing this the 
price of the tickets will be re-
duced. We are not in the busi-
ness of making money but only 
providing a service. This is our AA 
way of showing our gratitude to 
everyone for our sobriety and not 
about the money. The extra mon-
ey that was made last year has 
been set aside for future events  
such as picnic's which are in the 
works. We on the committee are 
working for you and only want to 
put on another great dinner. The 
suggestion of having the groups 

bring the main course was pre-
sented at the Intergroup meeting 
in May and brought back to the 
groups for consideration. Right 
now we have 6 groups that have 
stepped up. If this does work and 
we have 15 groups out of our 37 
member groups then the price of 
the tickets would be cut way 

down. We need tickets for the 
dinner as the hall's capacity is 200 
and if we just opened the doors 
and make it free we may have 
300 show up and you know what 
kind of a mess that would be. It 
isn't about the money but about 
the hall capacity. We are about 
providing service and that is our 
priority as a committee. 
     Next year the dinner has been 
purposed to be in the Crystal Riv-
er area and Sandy has volun-
teered to head that up. Go Sandy. 
                John L 
                Gratitude Dinner Chair 

and grew and grew. It really is an awesome sight.” 

Q: I always stand on top of that hill on the west side, when you come 

through downtown you can see the bikes turning on Market from the 

parking lot, it’s incredible, the first-timers I take up there have tears in 

their eyes.  

     “Like the Sergeant said to me, ‘We used to line up at the other circle and 

come down Broadway, I think, and we used to go up on top of the hill and 

stop and make sure everybody gets started and rolling. What a fabulous 

sight!’” 

Q: When did they start playing the bagpipes? 
     “I’m not certain the year but that was about, I would say, five or six years 

ago. I heard, I think, a few years ago they were going to stop this run. That the 

Akron Police said they could not afford to have all the officers that were re-

quired. And they called the Founders’ Day Committee together and met with 

them and said they could do it if the Committee would pay for half of the po-

lice officers. But they said they would try one thing before that, however, they 

would try and put a notice on the bulletin board to see if they could get any 

volunteers. Within the first day they had more than enough officers volunteer-

ing to take the run in the morning with no pay. 

     To me it has been something very special, not because I was the first rider 

in it but just because it’s something I like to do...It wasn’t my intention of 

starting anything, I rode because I wanted to, and let God take care of the 

rest." 

From Page 1 

CITRUS COUNTY 

TRAVELING MEETINGS 

A small group of our mem-
bership is trying to put to-
gether a schedule for 
groups that are interested 
in going to other groups and 
put on  a speaker meeting 
once a month. The hosting 
group would once a month 
have a speaker meeting and 
be visited from another 
group who would bring in 
speakers, hopefully 3 or 4. 
Then once during the 
month, according to a 
schedule, that group would 
travel to another meeting, 
maybe outside of it’s area 
and take a meeting there. 
This has been very popular 
in other parts of the coun-
try. I know, “this is Florida 
and we do it different here”. 
Why not change and try 
something new if it works 
so well elsewhere? Right 
now we are only looking 
into this as something that 
groups might be interested 
in doing. If your group is 
interested in this, contact 
the Journal at: 
 news@ncintergroup.com 

IT’S ABOUT CARRYING 

THE MESSAGE AND  

HAVING FUN DOING IT 
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Always be yourself.  
Because the  

people who matter, don't 
mind, and the ones who 

mind, don't matter. 

Healing My Past 
     My past only becomes real when I remember some-
thing that happened a long time ago and bring that 
memory into the present moment. Nothing happens out-
side of the present moment. Life happens only in the here 
and now. Past events are only thoughts. They are not reali-
ty. If I can only remember the past cannot hurt me in this 
present moment. When I change the way I look at past 
events the memories attached go back to where they be-
long. The more I practice this the better I feel today. Thank 
you God for these little gifts, which help me to stay sane 
and sober for one more day.  
                                                                      John L, Editor 

For other groups who use 
poker chips 

 

With poker chips we celebrate 
‘Cause our lives are no longer at stake. 
A gamble your life is no longer  
And you may cease to wander. 
 

If you are no longer on the brink, 
A white chip shows a wish not to drink. 
You raise your hand in surrender 
Showing a desire to be a member 
 

At 30 days the fog begins to clear 
A yellow chip means less fear of beer. 
At 2 months an orange chip is for you 
60 days shows an effort to be true. 
 

After 90 days and 90 meetings 
A red chip signals many readings, 
Of Big Book work and 12-step study 
And finding a sponsor who’ll be a buddy. 
 

Six months earns you a chip of blue 
The sober time looks great on you. 
A green chip is for 9 months gone by. 
Your life is no longer a lie. 
 

For a year or more we go really wild 
With a cake or treat, not something mild. 
A medallion will be there for you 
With speeches about what you’ve been 
through. 
 

Our lives are now joyous and free  
But what we really want to say  
To Dr. Bob, Bill W. and the rest of you  
Thank you for our lives today. 
 

Shelley, Peace Seekers Group, Gainesville 

KEEP COMING BACK, AND NEVER LEAVEKEEP COMING BACK, AND NEVER LEAVE  
 

     Among my greatest lessons since starting on this jour-
ney of sobriety are the examples of sharing I hear in the 
rooms from those who have found the path and are joyous 
about it. On the other side, I hear from those who have 
been on the path for a long time, and coming back after a 
relapse, share their misery, guilt and all the other devastat-
ing things one in that position might go through.  So much 
of the other sharing I hear is the usual humdrum of clichés 
and Big Book thumping and prideful rants about the dry-
drunk path-- but all of it is necessary for me to experience 
on this path.  I find very little meaning without identifying 
with these things, whether I agree with some of them or 
not.  They all, as a whole, make my 'classroom time' in AA 
most meaningful. 
      I mention this after being at one of my regular meet-
ings and hearing from a fellow I've known to have some 
long-term sobriety.  I'd not seen him for some time and 
noticed something was off-- you know-- odd,  about his 
demeanor and posture at the meeting.  I had and have 
great respect for him from what I knew and saw of him in 
the past.  Near the end of the meeting, after a hesitation in 
commenting about one of the passages he'd read, he slip 
into the story of his relapse and all the horrors, guilt and 
misery he had suffered when he finally came back to the 
rooms and this was his first after-slip meeting.   
   These are the things that keep me on the path, and keep 
me coming back.  I keep coming back because I see what 
can happen when we don’t.  I owe that to my God,  to my-
self and to my fellow AA's.  I can not see any better lessons 
than these anywhere else.   
   The key is to keep coming back--  And never leave.  
                                                                                Bill K 



DISCLAIMER: The Nature Coast Journal is a monthly publication of the Nature Coast Intergroup. It is about, by and for members of AA. Opinions expressed herein 
are not to be attributed to Alcoholics Anonymous. Publication of an article does not imply endorsement by either AA or Nature Coast Journal, except where indicated. 
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Contributions 

BUSINESS MEETING 

LAST SUNDAY OF EACH 

MONTH  4:30PM AT THE  

COMMUNITY CENTER 

IN HOLDER. 

DISTRICT 28 

MONTHLY MEETING TO  

FOLLOW INTERGROUP 

INTERGROUP 

 OFFICERS 
CHAIR—AL L 

586-0800 

VICE CHAIR—BEVERLY H 

344-5939  

SECT—DENIS S 

TREAS—JOHN L 

INTERGROUP TRUSTEES 

DARRAL M—PAUL B 

JOHN W—MARTHA G 

HOTLINE 

KURT W 

621-0599 

WEBSITE 

www.ncintergroup.com 

JOURNAL 

EDITOR—JOHN L 

news@ncintergroup.com 

ASSIST—BEVERLY H 

344-5939  

 

DISTRICT 28 

OFFICERS 

DCM—PAT H 

ALT DCM—PAULA D 

SECT—STEVE N 

 TREAS—CHAR S 
 

JOURNALS FOR GROUPS  

CAN BE PICKED UP AT: 

BOOKSTORE 

EAST COUNTY 

FRIDAY BEGINNER’S 

MEETING 6:30 PM 

WEST COUNTY  

SERENITY CLUB 

JOURNAL IS ALSO  

POSTED ON WEBSITE  

www.ncintergroup.com 

INTERGROUP OFFICE/BOOKSTORE 
111 W. MAIN ST.  - RM 305 

INVERNESS, FL 34450—352-344-0290 
OPEN: MON, WED, FRI 10AM-4PM SAT CLOSED 

Store volunteers: Paul B (A	tude Adjustment), 

Rich G (Keep in Step), John W (Big book 164), Darral 

M (Floral City Men’s), Denis S (Crystal River), Janet B 

(A	tude Adjustment), Butch L(It’s In The Book), 

Ma/ B (Resentment Group), Just Plain Rick 

(Resentment Group), Anonymous 

STORE IS STILL LOOKING                             

FOR VOLUNTEERS 

It requires only 3 hours a month, or more if 

you would like. Training is provided. This is 

an excellent way to giving back. Call John 

W 215-990-1170 for more information. 

Intergroup Hotline Report 
Hotline Report:  103 

AA ................................................. 89 
Alanon ............................................. 6 
NA ................................................... 5 
Detox ............................................... 4  
If you would like to be a volunteer for the 12 Step 
List just call the Hotline number and give them your 
information. Groups can download a signup sheet 
from the web site and pass it around at meetings.   

The following groups were repre-

sented at the Intergroup meeting. 
 

Big Book 164, Crystal River Group, Dunnellon Group, 

Floral City Men’s, High Noon Group, Holder Way Of 

Life, Inverness Friday Night, Monday Night Men’s 

Step, Rainbow Group, Resentment Group 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
Deadline for submissions is the Thursday  

following Intergroup meeting 
Floral City Group 
 Ted W  .................................................   9 
 Erik W  .................................................   9 
Holder Way of Life Group 
 Pat H  ................................................. 25 
 Mike W ................................................   5 
Last Chance Group 
 Jim K  ................................................. 27 
 Andy K ................................................ 25 
Rainbow Group 
 Dennis K ............................................. 21 
 Gene M ............................................... 19 
 Lloyd F ................................................   6 
 Steve N ...............................................   3 
Share At Noon 
 Ginny  ................................................. 53 
 Ron G  ................................................. 37 
 Ruth  ................................................. 22 
Yana 
 Pete M ................................................ 39 
 Sue M  .................................................   5 
 Charmaine ..........................................   5 

SPONSOR 
Sober Person Offering Newcomers  
Suggestions On Recovery. 

Has AApathy crept into MY Program? 

apathy - the trait of lacking enthusiasm for 

or interest in things generally. 

I must ask myself these questions. When 

was the last time I chaired a meeting?  

Helped set up the hall? Made coffee or just 

stuck out my hand to someone I didn’t 

know? Remember I may be, at any given 

moment, the one who is representing AA 

and for that I am grateful.  I promise to do 

my very best, so help me God. 

If your group is not represented con-

tact the group secretary and  have 

them sent in who and the year by the 

3rd week of the month. I can only put 

in what I am given. 


